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akistan’s southwestern
Balochistan province has
P
become a hotbed for proxy
wars for regional and global
powers pursuing a grand strategy as he accused foreign forces
of supporting terrorism in the
State, Army chief Gen Raheel
Sharif said.
“Foreign adversaries are
more than eager to exploit any
opportunity to destabilise
Pakistan by harbouring, train-

ing and funding dissidents and
militants,” he told a seminar on
peace and prosperity in Quetta,
the capital of Balochistan, on
Tuesday.
He said that terrorism and
militancy were being supported by foreign forces and facilitated by insiders. Gen Sharif
said issues in Balochistan were
complicated by the foreign
interference across a porous
border spanning hundreds of
kilometres.
“This is a battle that we all
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t least three people were shot
dead and 12 others injured
on Wednesday during clashes
between security forces and staff
of Pakistan International Airlines
protesting at Karachi’s international airport against the planned
privatisation of the ailing national flag carrier.
The clashes led to the disruption and then suspension of
many domestic and international flights around the country’s main airports. The incident
took place near the Jinnah
International Airport after the
joint action committee which
represents all unions of PIA gave
a complete strike call for on
Wednesday despite the government enforcing Essential
Services Maintenance Act
(ESMA) under which all union
activities were suspended and
employees told to report on duty.
Though two of the protesters died of bullet wounds,

A

Rangers and police denied
opening fire at the site. A third
patient succumbed to his
wounds later in the night.
Following the deadly clash,
PIA Chairman Nasser Jaffer
announced on Wednesday
night that he has resigned from
his post.
He expressed grief over
the deaths of the PIA employees and lamented at the events
which lead to their deaths.
“My conscience doesn’t allow
me to head the organisation
anymore,” he said. “I have
resigned from the post,” the
PIA chairman told TV channels while in tears.

akistani authorities have
arrested the main facilitator
P
of the gruesome attack on

are fighting, and we shall continue to fight till peace prevails
across the width and breadth of
the province,” he added.
Gen Sharif said the law
enforcement agencies and the
people of Balochistan had
defended the integrity of
Pakistan with unflinching
resolve. He noted that law
enforcement agencies had carried out over 2,400 intelligencebased operations in Balochistan
since August, 2014 during
which 204 lives were lost.

Bacha Khan University that
killed 21 people, mostly students, while he was trying to
slip across the border to
Afghanistan, a media report
said on Wednesday.
Waheed Ali alias Arshad,
categorised as ‘Terrorist A’, was
arrested in Nowshera last week
by intelligence agencies, the
Dawn reported, citing “credible” sources.
“He had made arrangements to flee to Afghanistan
and hired a taxi to take him to
the Pak-Afghan border at
Torkham. Had there been any
further delay, the man would
have slipped away,” they said.
“He had shaved his beard
and had packed up. His taxi
was intercepted and he was
picked up after positive identification,” said the sources,
requesting anonymity.
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day after his uncharacteristically graceful acceptance
A
of defeat in Iowa, Donald
Trump was back to his old ways
of lashing out at all and sundry
as he arrived in New Hampshire
on Tuesday in the hope of winning big in the February 9 primary and proving his growing
band of detractors wrong.
If pundits thought that
Trump would have learned a
lesson or two and settle for a
course correction, the New
York billionaire was quick to
offer more of the same as he
shrugged off the Iowa loss and
went after his rivals and the
“dishonest media” just as he has
been doing for months.
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Jakarta: Indonesia on
Wednesday officially confirmed
a case of the Zika virus dating
back to last year but said it was
prepared to handle any outbreak
of the disease which has sparked
alarm in the Americas. Government officials confirmed a single case of the mosquito-borne
Zika virus had been detected in
Jambi on Sumatra island. It was
discovered by researchers studying specimens taken during a
dengue fever outbreak between
December 2014 and April 2015.
“We found an infected
patient in Jambi. The presentation by the Health Minister
showed that it is under control,”
senior minister Puan Maharani
told reporters after a highlevel meeting convened by
President Joko Widodo to discuss the virus.
AFP

At a big rally of supporters
in Milford, Trump was quick to
slam the media for its embrace
of Marco Rubio who finished
as a strong third, projecting the
young Florida Senator as a
formidable challenger to himself and Ted Cruz.
“They make it sound like
he (Rubio) had a victory and I
didn’t. I came in second,”
Trump said, adding: “He is a
professional politician; he
comes in third; I come in second.” He went on to mock the
headlines dubbing it a poor
show for him in Iowa, while
hailing it as an “incredible

night” for Rubio.
A dispatch in The New
York Times went on to say that
Rubio’s speech on Monday
night carried echoes of Barack
Obama’s address after his Iowa
victory in 2008. “Both opened
by saying how they had defied
skeptics and political odds.
Both insisted they would overcome cynicism. And both said
they offered hope for healing
and unity,” the dispatch noted.
New Hampshire is thought
to be a happy hunting ground
for Trump, where he has
attracted huge crowds and pollsters expect him to win comfortably. A RealClearPolitics
average of polls gives him a
massive 21 per cent lead over
Senator Cruz.
He almost grudgingly
admitted that his decision to
skip last week’s Republican
debate, hosted by Fox News,
could have cost him victory in
Iowa, saying, “I think some
people were disappointed that
I didn’t go into the debate.”

Moscow: Russia said on Wednesday it will press ahead with
its bombing campaign in Syria until “terrorist organisations”
such as the ISIS group are defeated amid the latest international
push to end the conflict.
“Russian air strikes will not cease until we truly defeat the
terrorist organisations ISIS and Jabhat al-Nusra,” Russian Foreign
Minister Sergei Lavrov told reporters in Oman, referring to the
ISIS and Al-Nusra Front jehadi groups, Interfax news agency
reported. “And I don’t see why these air strikes should stop.”
AFP
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he latest push to end Syria’s
tangled conflict was in
T
fresh disarray on Wednesday as
the government denied formal
talks had begun and the opposition cancelled a meeting with
the UN envoy following intense
Russian airstrikes.
The main Opposition
umbrella group attending the
biggest effort yet to end the war
called Russia’s bombardment
near Aleppo — with 270 raids
since Monday morning,
according to monitors —
“unprecedented”.
“Since last night a big massacre is taking place in Syria and
nobody is doing anything.

Nobody is saying anything, the
international community is completely blind,” said Salem alMeslet from the High
Negotiations Committee (HNC).
UN special envoy Staffan
de Mistura on Wednesday
declared that indirect talks
between the Government and
the Opposition had officially
begun in Switzerland, saying he
hoped to “achieve something”
by February 11.
But chief Government
negotiator Bashar al-Jaafari
shot this down on Wednesday,
saying the talks were still “in a
preparatory phase”, that the
Opposition had failed to even
name its negotiating team and
that there was no agenda.
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Geneva: Syrian troops and
Geneva: The head of Syria’s
main umbrella opposition
group, former Syrian premier
Riad Hijab, will arrive in
Switzerland on Wednesday to
join troubled peace talks, a
spokesman for the group said.
The expected arrival of
High Negotiations Committee
general coordinator Hijab
comes as the biggest diplomatic
push to date to end the almost
five-year-old war hangs by a
thread, with formal talks yet to
begin in earnest.
AFP
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he three Mi-35 multi-role
helicopters India donated
T
to Afghanistan have made a big
difference in the offensive
against militants in the wartorn country, the outgoing
commander of US forces in
Afghanistan has said.
“They do have three Mi35s from India. They’ll have a
fourth one coming in pretty
soon that will add to their
inventory as well and that’ll
make a great difference,” Gen
John Campbell told the House

Armed Services Committee
during a Congressional hearing
on Afghanistan on Wednesday.
The Mi-35, a comprehensive upgrade of the Mi-24, is a
versatile helicopter gunship
with troop carrying capabilities.
Campbell, who has commanded US and international
forces in Afghanistan for the
past 18 months, is expected to
retire. Lieutenant General John
Nicholson has been chosen by
President Barack Obama to
replace Campbell.
In January, three multi-role
Mi-35 attack helicopters donat-

ed by India were inducted into
the Afghan Air Force, giving
the country’s security forces a
much-needed lethal teeth
against militant groups like
the Taliban.
The Indian gift to
Afghanistan has been hailed by
the people and Government of
Afghanistan, and also by the
US. Campbell’s remarks on
India’s donation of helicopters
came in response to a question
from Congressman Rob
Wittman who wanted to know
about the capabilities of the
Afghan Air Force.

allied militiamen blasted their
way into two Shia villages in
northern Syria on Wednesday,
breaking a long-running rebel
siege during a major offensive,
Syrian TV reported. The
Government advance angered
the opposition, further undermining prospects for peace
talks underway in Geneva.
The two villages, Nubl and
Zahra, are located in the middle of opposition territory.
They have been blockaded by rebel groups for around
three years, with the Army
occasionally airdropping food
and other assistance. Their
capture would mark a major
victory for Government
forces, which have made significant advances in Aleppo
province in the past few days,
severing a key supply route
linking rebels in Aleppo city
to the Turkish border.
Pro-government fighters
continued their offensive
north of Aleppo in an attempt
to besiege rebel-held neighborhoods.
AP
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Cairo: Death sentences of 149
activists of the banned Muslim
Brotherhood were revoked on
Wednesday by Egypt’s highest
court which also ordered a
retrial in the case in which
the defendants were accused
of killing 13 policemen
and attacking a police station
in 2013.
The Muslim Brotherhood
activists were accused of killing
11 policemen, attacking a
police station in Kerdasa, torching police and private vehicles,
possessing weapons among
other charges in 2013 following
the dispersal of Rabaa and
Nahda Muslim Brotherhood
sit-ins, which left many
Islamists dead.
PTI
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