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aharashtra Government
on Tuesday inked a pact
M
with the Civil Aviation Ministry
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and AAI for regional connectivity scheme, becoming the first
state to formally agree to be part
of the Centre's ambitious plan.
Under the RCS, around eight
airports are expected to be connected in the state.
With the signing of the tripartite Memorandum of
Understanding
(MoU),
“Maharashtra has formally
agreed to provide the concessions required from the state
governments in the RCS, thereby becoming the first state in
the country to do so,” Civil
Aviation Ministry said in a
release on Tuesday.
The MoU was signed in
presence of Civil Aviation
Minister Ashok Gajapathi Raju
and Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis here. Earlier
in the day, Raju said as part of
the RCS, the Centre and the
state would develop Airports
Authority of India (AAI)-owned
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existing air strips in Solapur,
Kolhapur, Jalgaon, Gondia,
Akhola and Juhu. Besides, state
government-owned ones in
Nanded and Shirdi would be
developed, he added.
When asked about the
deadline for operationalising
them, Raju said, “I don’t set
deadlines nor do I work under
deadlines. But let's assume at the
earliest.” “When we announced
the RCS, we were speaking
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MUMBAI: Bouncing back
towards the fag-end of the session
in an otherwise choppy trade, the
benchmark BSE Sensex on
Tuesday closed nearly 5 points
higher at 27,990.21 with gains in
IT, PSU and banking stocks,
tracking a higher opening in the
European markets.
However, a mixed trend
on Asian bourses amid investors
awaiting cues on whether the
Federal Reserve would raise
US interest rates this year kept
investors edgy. Besides, a cautious approach by participants
ahead of the August-month
expiry in the derivatives segment on Thursday too influenced the domestic trading sentiment. Vinod Nair, Head of
Research, Geojit BNP Paribas
Financial Services Ltd, said,

about a wish-list. This agreement
is the first step to convert that
wish-list into a work-list and
then a reality,” he said.
Under the RCS, the Centre
would provide 80 per cent of the
funds and remaining would be
extended by the states concerned. It stipulates that air
tickets under a one-hour flight
would be capped at C2,500 while
Viability Gap Funding (VGF)
would take care of the rest of the

NEW DELHI: The Labour
Ministry is planning to push a
Bill that will enable workers to
have their representative in
board of directors of companies. The Participation of
Workers in Management Bill,
1990, seeks meaningful participation of workers in management at shop floor, establishment and board levels in firms.
“We are considering this Bill.
The deliberations are going on. It
seeks to increase participation of
workers in management,” Labour
Minister Bandaru Dattatreya told
PTI here. The Bill was introduced
in the Rajya Sabha on May 30,
1990 after other schemes of the
Government for the purpose
failed. The Constitution was
amended in 1975 with an eye on
raising productivity, promoting
industrial peace and creating a
sense of involvement of workers
in the enterprise. The Article 43A
was inserted in the Directive
Principles of State Policy through
this amendment. This Article
provided that ‘the State shall take
steps by suitable legislation or in
any other way to secure the participation of workers in the management of undertakings, establishments or other organisations
engaged in the industry’. PTI
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ejecting Reliance Jio's allegations of acting as a
R
mouthpiece of dominant play-

“Market remains range-bound
with a positive bias due to a
slight recovery in European
markets. On the other hand,
global market is shifting its
focus to the possibility of a rate
hike in the US by December
2016, which will cast a shadow
on the domestic market.” PTI

operational cost.
Raju said the ministry hopes
to meet its funding need from
the C500-crore estimated to be
mopped up from the aircraft
levy that would be passed on to
other flyers.
“States will have to take
some haircuts in the form of free
land, security, fire services, water
etc, while the Centre will have
to forego excise duty on ATF
and service tax on tickets," Raju
said, adding that VGF and handholding cannot be for eternity
but for the first three years.
Meanwhile, Raju and Fadnavis
discussed various aviation related issues in Maharashtra.
“The subject of rehabilitation of slums (that have come
up right next to the Mumbai
International Airport) was
deliberated upon in detail. Early
operationlisation of several
available airports and airstrips
in the State (like Shirdi,
Kolhapur, Nasik, Sholapur etc)
also figured prominently in
the discussions,” the release
said. Raju also undertook an
aerial survey of the proposed
airport site for Navi Mumbai.

/DE0LQWRSXVK%LOO
IRUZRUNHUV¶QRPLQHH
RQFRPSDQ\ERDUGV

ers, cellular operators’ body on
Tuesday said it has been abiding by the association rules in
its communication to the
Government on the new
entrant’s 4G test programme
and interconnect issues.
“Where there is no unanimity (on issues), the association bylaws state that majority views have to be expressed.
That is what happened in this
case. We followed the protocol
and noted in our letter that one
of our members, RJio, has a
minority view, and that they
have expressed their views separately on the issue,” Rajan S
Mathews, Director General,
COAI told the news agency.
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Mathews said COAI's position
reflected the majority stance as
determined through voting
shares that is based on member
company’s revenue. “Members
may feel that it is not appropriate but when they join the association they are informed about
the bylaws, and they agree to
abide by the bylaws before
becoming members,” he said.
Asked if the internal strife
between existing players and the
new operator was enough to
split the 6-member association,
Mathews said, “No. We don’t
want the association to break.”
“Such matters should be discussed fairly and transparently.
It is in the spirit of a competitive landscape and clarification
is good for the industry. That
clarification can only come
from DOT and TRAI,”
Mathews pointed out.

